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					11th World Choir Games


					
						October 30 - November 7, 2021
						Flanders, Belgium
					

				
				
				Two cities, one passion


				
					
							
								
									The international choral world will celebrate the 11th edition of the world's largest international choir competition in fall 2021 - with the health, wellbeing and safety of all participants and visitors as a top-priority!

Antwerp and Ghent are the main hosts for the World Choir Games 2021 and promise top-class venues, fantastic choir concerts and unforgettable experiences!

								

								
									With three official languages and a wealth of local dialects, Belgium is a great crossroad of cultures and thus a perfect host for the largest international choir competition in the world.

The international participants will be warmly welcomed and immediately feel at home when bringing their music and cultures to Flanders in fall 2021.
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                                                            Günter Titsch | President INTERKULTUR
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        I warmly welcome you all to the 11th World Choir Games in Flanders, Belgium. In the fall of 2021, the choirs of the world can finally come together again, perform together and fill the Flemish stages with song. This year's World Choir Games offer choirs a new perspective, a turning point after a very challenging time. For the first time in their 20-year history, the Games will be held in both real and virtual space, as it is important to us to offer the whole world the opportunity to participate in the World Choir Games - despite travel restrictions that may still apply. It will be a special and emotional moment for all participants as well as for us as organizers to finally fill big stages with singing again after such a long time. We look forward to welcoming the world to Flanders and singing together with you again! See you in the fall!


                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            Jan Jambon | Minister-President of Flanders
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        As Minister-President of Flanders I would like to invite you, choirs from all over the world, to participate in the 11th edition of the World Choir Games in the autumn of this year. Flanders is ready to receive you with open arms. We guarantee you a perfect organization and safe conditions. Flanders has a rich tradition of choirs and choral music. Singing brings people together and makes people happy - and that is so important in these difficult times. I hope to meet you in Flanders. Good luck!


                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                


                

                

                
		
			
			
			
		

	
            

        
    




		
			
			
				
					
				
			
		
	




        
            

                
                    Participation opportunities

                

                

        
            
        
    


                
                    
                            
                                    The World Choir Games invites all non-professional choirs of the world to participate. The Games offer fair and realistic competition to experienced competitive choirs as well as choirs with relatively little international experience. The World Choir Games offer The Champions Competition and The Open Competition. These two competitions allow choirs the opportunity to participate at the appropriate level.

Choirs who choose not to be placed in competition, but seek to be part of the international experience of the can participate in the non-competitive evaluation activities.

                                
                        
                
                
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            A - The Competitions
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        The Champions Competition is for choirs with international competitive experience and/or comparable credentials.

In the spirit of "Participation is the highest honor", choirs, regardless of their present artistic level of achievement, have the opportunity to participate in The Open Competition to gather valuable experience in international competition.

Both competitions are held in 14 different categories the participating choirs can choose their most suitable from:

Categories:
	The Champions Competition	The Open Competition
	C1 Children's Choirs	O1 Children's Choirs
	C2 Youth Choirs	O2 Youth Choirs
	C3 Mixed Vocal Ensembles & Chamber Choirs	O3 Mixed Vocal Ensembles & Chamber Choirs
	C4 Vocal Ensembles & Chamber Choirs of Equal Voices	O4 Vocal Ensembles & Chamber Choirs of Equal Voices
	C5 Mixed Adult Choirs	O5 Mixed Adult Choirs
	C6 Adult Choirs of Equal Voices	O6 Adult Choirs of Equal Voices
	C7 Musica Sacra a cappella	O7 Musica Sacra a cappella
	C8 Musica Sacra with accompaniment	O8 Musica Sacra with accompaniment
	C9 Musica Contemporanea (Contemporary Music)	O9 Musica Contemporanea (Contemporary Music)
	C10 Gospel & Spiritual	O10 Gospel & Spiritual
	C11 Jazz & Pop Ensembles	O11 Jazz & Pop Ensembles
	C12 Jazz & Pop Choirs	O12 Jazz & Pop Choirs
	C13 Folklore a cappella	O13 Folklore a cappella
	C14 Folklore with accompaniment	O14 Folklore with accompaniment


 You can also find a detailed description of the competition categories in our brochure:
 Competition Information(2.6 MB)
 Change of Category(210 KB)

                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            B - Non-Competitive Evaluation
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        BI – Evaluation Performance for non-competing choirs

Choirs will sing a program of three pieces for a maximum performance time of 15 minutes in front of a panel of international experts. At the conclusion of the program there will be a brief internal consultation of the panel of choral experts. Finally, the program will be discussed with the choir in an open and amicable atmosphere.

Performance coaching and recommendations will be given for future participation in international competitions. The choirs will receive an official certificate of participation.

BII – Individual Coaching

All participants, whether taking part in the competitions or not, are given the opportunity to participate with their choir in a session with a noted international choir director.

Choirs interested in making use of this opportunity are required to prepare one piece of choral music. An international renowned choral music expert will then rehearse the piece with the choir to provide new artistic ideas and impetus. Choirs not participating in the competition will be presented a certificate and a recommendation for their future participation in international choral competitions.

                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            C - Festival
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        Friendship Concerts

In addition to their competitive or non–competitive participation, choirs may perform in a friendship concert with other choirs in public venues in and around the cities of Antwerp and Ghent. These free public concerts provide opportunities to choirs to showcase their musical traditions and costumes of their native land.

                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            D - Workshops
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        The World Choir Games will also offer workshops, seminars and open rehearsal sessions. During these workshops, choirs, conductors, and individuals will be introduced to international choral literature, singing styles, and performance practices. New choral experiences will be created by mixing with other singers, getting instructions from the workshop leader and performing in this creative environment might open the eyes and ears of the choristers to new choral experiences.

                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            V - Virtual Competition
                                                        

                                                        
                                                            
                                                                
                                                                        All choirs that are not able to participate in the World Choir Games in Flanders on site are invited to register for the virtual competition of the World Choir Games.

The following categories are available for selection:

VP1 - CHILDREN‘S AND YOUTH CHOIRS 

VP2 - ADULT CHOIRS 

VP3 - POP, JAZZ, GOSPEL, SPIRITUAL

VP4 – FOLKLORE

VC1 - VIDEO CLIP A CAPPELLA

VC2 - VIDEO CLIP WITH ACCOMPANIMENT

In addition, all choirs have the opportunity to participate in the Flemish Video Award with the presentation of a Flemish choral work.


 A detailed description of the competition categories and conditions of participation can be found in our brochures:

Participant Information - Virtual Competition(2 MB)
 Participant Information - Flemish Video Award(2 MB)

You can download the logo of the World Choir Games 2021 for inclusion in your video here:

Logo - World Choir Games 2021(136 KB)

                                                                    
                                                            
                                                        

                                                    

                                                
                                        
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                


                

                

                
		
			
			
			
		

	
            

        
    




		
			
					
				
			
				
					
						
							"Herewith just a sincere thank you for everything you have done for the Jacaranda Children’s Choir during the World Choir Games 2018 in Tshwane. We can truly say that your support made it very easy for us. We enjoyed the World Choir Games tremendously and have great appreciation for everything you and your organisation have done for us.


It was certainly a life-changing experience for our children which they will never forget. Good luck with the start of planning the next World Choir Games and hopefully we see you again in Belgium in 2020!"

							Trudie Crouse/Christo Burger, Jacaranda Children’s Choir, South Africa (WCG Tshwane 2018)

						

					

				

			
				
					
						
							"The World Choir Games offer unique musical and cultural experiences and in the evaluation of competitions, workshops and other educational activities a professional international expertise at the highest level."

							nmz – Neue Musikzeitung, June 21, 2016

						

					

				

			
				
					
						
							"We had a lot of fun and were spoiled with all the talent from all over the world. We have already started talking about taking part in Belgium 2020."

							Hugo Kriel, Randburg Mannekoor, South Africa (WCG Tshwane 2018)

						

					

				

			
				
					
						
							"I just wanted to say a huge thank you for all that you did for me and my choir in helping us get to these Games. We have had an absolute ball and have really enjoyed the spirit of the games."

							Simon Stickells, Maritzburg College School Choir, South Africa (WCG Tshwane 2018)

						

					

				

			
				
					
						
							"I had an awesome experience and appreciate the faith shown in me and my abilities and the integrity I have within to do my job to the best of my knowledge and abilities. Working with INTERKULTUR is really exciting!"

							Marvin Kernelle, jury member, South Africa (WCG Tshwane 2018)

						

					

				

			
				
					
						
							"My heartfelt appreciation for a most marvellous event staged in Tshwane. The choirs were superb and contributed to the enrichment of minds and hearts during the past two weeks. Keep up the good work in connecting humanity all over the globe in beauty and song!"

							Gert Potgieter, South Africa (WCG Tshwane 2018)
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                                    This event lies in the past!

You are interested in participating in this event series? Then have a look right now at our overview, which provides information about when the event will be held the next time. There you can also find further dates and destinations of our events taking place worldwide.
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                    Festivals, Choir Competitions, Sing Along Projects: Learn more about special performance opportunities with the free INTERKULTUR newsletter.
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						Event Calendar

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Download Event Calendar:

Event Calendar(250 KB)

						
					

				

			

		

	
				
		
	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Venues
                                        

                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            

                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
			
					
		
		
			
				
			
			
				
					Ghent Opera House (Lully Hall) GHENT  
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						Ghent Opera House (Lully Hall)

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Address: Schouwburgstraat 3, 9000 Ghent, Belgium

The Ghent Opera House dates back to 1840 and is located in the historic center. Behind this historic façade are rich decorations, stately staircases and magnificent chandeliers. In short, a unique setting for its visitors.

The Foyer, the Redoute Hall and the Lully Hall form an impressive 90 meter long banquet hall or enfilade. The Lully Hall is the crown jewel among Opera Gent's salons. Here the architectural structure of the rectangular concert hall becomes completely subordinate to the breathtaking opulence of the ornaments. Shells with musician children, lush greenery, birds, nudes and dogs form a motley collection. The queen piece of this hall are the majestic chandeliers that provide the necessary splendor, magic and fairy lights at night.

Photos: Tom Dhaenens, Koen De Clerck

						
					

				

			

		

	
				
		
	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
			
					
		
		
			
				
			
			
				
					Avenue - Antwerp Expo ANTWERP  
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						Avenue - Antwerp Expo

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Address: Jan van Rijswijcklaan 191, 2020 Antwerp, Belgium

Since 2020, a brand new event hall has been on display on the site of Antwerp Expo: Avenue is the name. This ready-to-use hall of 2000m² has a unique black box that can be fully modulated to suit each event. Thanks to the eightfold flexible tracking system, a very user-friendly and above all rapid set-up is guaranteed.   The crew has an overview of the hall from a separate production area of 175m², including shower and kitchen.

The needs of the events sector have clearly been taken into account: a completely black, dark hall without any daylight, flannel curtains to improve acoustics, a free building height of 10.5 m and various possibilities for compartmentalization. Moreover, Antwerp Avenue has its own entrance area with checkroom and reception desk, allowing the hall to function autonomously from the other halls. A large LED screen outside welcomes the guests.

So, bustling Antwerp has a new event location: ideal for company parties, but also for congresses, product launches, performances, staff events, galas... It will undoubtedly be a hot-spot as soon as everything is possible again. Antwerp Avenue has many assets!

						
					

				

			

		

	
				
		
	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
			
					
		
		
			
				
			
			
				
					Handelsbeurs ANTWERP  
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						Handelsbeurs

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Address: Borzestraat 31, 2000 Antwerp, Belgium

The first stock exchange built as such in Europe is in Antwerp. Today the recently restored building is a remarkable public meeting place as well as an event location.

In Antwerp's golden age (1531), the New Stock Exchange was established at the request of merchants, at the time outside the city walls.

The current building dates from 1872, when the Exchange was rebuilt after the 2nd fire. Remarkable is the contrast in the architecture. The neo-Gothic facades are combined with a huge glass dome in rivet structure. The walls were painted with atlases depicting the whole world, by captain at sea Ghesquire. The only remnants of the original 16th century building are the pagoda tower on Borze Street and the staircases to the first floor.

Inside, the large central square draws attention. Both on the ground floor and on the second floor, a gallery runs all the way around. The richly decorated truss structure is a precursor to art nouveau. The interior facades are richly and elaborately decorated with elements that refer to the first edition of the fair.

Photos: Tim Fisher

						
					

				

			

		

	
				
		
	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
			
					
		
		
			
				
			
			
				
					Koningin Elisabethzaal (Queen Elizabeth Hall) ANTWERP  
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						Koningin Elisabethzaal (Queen Elizabeth Hall)

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Address: Koningin Astridplein 26, 2018 Antwerp, Belgium

The Queen Elisabeth Hall is a newly renovated concert venue located within the FMCCA complex that will be home to our World Choir Games Centre and is one of the best-appointed auditoriums in the world. Reopened in 2016 and shortlisted for the best completed cultural building award at the World Architecture Festival of 2017, the new hall was designed specifically to produce an exceptional sensory experience for performers and audiences alike.

Renowned acoustician Larry Kirkegaard was hired to shape the sound of the hall and helped produce a building whose unique shape and lack of a permanent proscenium arch (which ordinarily prevents loss of sound) allows every note to resonate perfectly through the auditorium.

The 2,000-capacity hall is home to the Royal Flemish Philharmonic, one of Europe’s finest orchestras, and has also hosted many of the continent’s top classical performers. It is the perfect venue in which to stage the highest-profile competitions and concerts of the World Choir Games.

Photo: Flanders Meeting And Convention CenterAntwerp, Jonas Verhulst

						
					

				

			

		

	
				
		
	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
			
					
		
		
			
				
			
			
				
					AMUZ Augustinus Muziekcentrum ANTWERP  
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						AMUZ Augustinus Muziekcentrum

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Address: Kammenstraat 81, 2000 Antwerp, Belgium

AMUZ is an international music centre housed in the baroque church of St Augustine. Its concert hall, once the worship place of monks, provides a striking contrast of ancient and modern: blending the latest musical technology with awe-inspiring historic surroundings and the powerful acoustics of grand-scale medieval architecture.

Contemporary additions have been made to the auditorium too, including a climate control system that not only guarantees the comfort of musicians and audiences but preserves the venue’s historic artworks and instruments as well.

Photo: Lennart Knab

						
					

				

			

		

	
				
		
	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
			
					
		
		
			
				
			
			
				
					AthenA ANTWERP  
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						AthenA

					

					
							
								
									
								
							
						
					
						
						
							Address: Franklin Rooseveltplaats 11, 2060 Antwerp, Belgium

During the night of January 14-15, 2003, a fire broke out in the Royal Athenaeum of Antwerp. The flames rose high from the roof, it was one big conflagration. The entire decor of the hall, with nine allegorical representations of art and science, went down in the fire. Only one work was saved, the ‘Allegory of Fame’. Since May 2014, there is also an ‘Allegory of Doubt’.

On May 16, 2014, AthenA rose from its ashes. The drama, the ruin left by the fire, is still visible. The walls are steeped in stories that originated in AthenA's womb. This glorious past is now the setting for art, science and free speech. The impressive allure of the interior that transformed devastation into an aesthetic masterpiece, the many histories that took place there and, above all, the world-class art you can view there, make Hall AthenA a must-see. The highlight is the work 'Munich' by Luc Tuymans.
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					 Jo Annemans (Belgium)
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								Jo Annemans (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Conducted a children's choir and became an active singer in various amateur and semi/professional choirs, including "World Youth Choir" 1994 and 1996
	Lent his low voice to the High Priests in the concert version of "Jesus Christ Superstar", supported singing actors as boot-singer in the musical "Cats" and sang several times as backing vocal at the "Night of the Proms"
	Singer, arranger, musical director in the former vocal band "Voice Male" for more than 2000 shows all over Europe and South Africa
	Hold workshops on polyphonic singing without scores, improving individual choir-singing skills and vocal coaching


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Inge Bollaert (Belgium)
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								Inge Bollaert (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Studied piano with Johan Duijck at the Royal Conservatory in Ghent (Belgium) and also followed choral conducting under the direction of Johan Duijck and Florian Heyerick
	Completed her studies at the Lemmens Institute in Louvain (Belgium) with conductor Erik Van Nevel and Dirk Snellings
	In 1995 she founded the chamber choir "El Grillo" which has been focusing on a cappella repertoire from the Renaissance for almost 25 years
	Bollaert has worked with various musicians such as Nicolas Achten, Bart Naessens, Marcel Ponseele, Marnix De Cat, Peter Kooij, and ensembles such as "Arc Sonore", "Aquil'AlterA", "Flanders Recorder Quartet", "il Gardellino", "Ensemble Polyfoon, Ensemble Rafik el Maay"
	Regularly gives workshops as a conductor and currently teaches Musical Training at the Arteveldehogeschool in Ghent


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Erika Budai (Belgium)
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								Erika Budai (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Teaches music composition and harmony at the Music Conservatory of Louvain (Belgium)
	Graduated as a composer and professional musician from the Royal Music Academy of Brussels and Lemmens Institute of Louvain
	Received several commissions for the “Belgian Radio Choir” and composed a great deal of compulsory pieces for national and international choir competitions
	Regularly invited as a jury member at national and international music competitions in Belgium, Italy, Slovakia and Croatia


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Nathalie Goldberg (Israel)
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								Nathalie Goldberg (Israel)

							

							
								

									Completed her first degree in conducting at the Music Academy in Jerusalem, her Master's degree with honors at the Buchmann-Mehta School of Music in Tel Aviv
	Served as Chairman of the Israeli Choir Association for three years, together with conductor Yuval Ben Ozer
	Currently serves as lecturer at the Faculty of Music Education at the Levinsky College of Education
	Choir instructor on behalf of the Music Education Inspectorate
	Along with Zvika Vogel, Goldberg founded the Nona Vocal Arts Center, and currently serves as its Music Director and conductor
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Sabine Haenebalcke (Belgium)
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								Sabine Haenebalcke (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Has been a singer for many years, among others of Philippe Herreweghe’s “Collegium Vocale”
	In 1990 she founded what would rapidly become a chamber choir of considerable standing, “Kalliope” (Ghent).
	In 1997 she was invited to be the fi rst female conductor of the “Flanders Symphony Orchestra”. She conducted most of the major oratorios and various works by Flemish composers.
	Resident choir conductor of “Kalliope” (Ghent), and for several years of the oratorium choir “Altra Voce” (Kortrijk) and “Toon op Toon” (Ronse)
	Highly sought after as a choir coach and honorary teacher of piano at MUDA in Ghent


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Wim Henderickx (Belgium)
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								Wim Henderickx (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Works as composer, percussionist and Professor of composition. His compositions are often inspired by other cultures and are published by Norsk Musikforlag.
	Has been Composer-In-Residence at Muziektheater Transparant since 1996 and joined the Antwerp Symphony Orchestra as an Artist-In-Residence in 2013
	Received various national and international prizes and was appointed member of the Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium (KVAB) for Sciences and Arts in 2015
	Professor of composition at the conservatories of Amsterdam and Antwerp
	Main coach of the annual "SoundMine" composition course for young composers at Musica, Impulse Centre for Music in Belgium


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Florian Heyerick (Belgium)
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								Florian Heyerick (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Studied in Ghent, Brussels and Leuven and received first prizes for recorder, flute and chamber music and is now Professor at the Music Conservatory in Ghent (Belgium)
	Since 1989 Heyerick is conductor of the "Vocal Ensemble Ex Tempore" and regular guest conductor at several orchestras and ensembles throughout Europe
	Artistic Director of the "Musikforum Mannheim" and the "Mannheimer Hofkapelle" (Germany)
	In 2000 he received the cultural prize from the City of Ghent
	Dedicates his constant attention to the renewal of the repertoire through innumerable lectures and original concert programs, as designed in the remarkable "Kantata" project and his festival "Cydonia Barocca"


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Anders Jalkéus (Sweden)
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								Anders Jalkéus (Sweden)

							

							
								

									Was a singer and one of the founding members of the world-famous vocal group "The Real Group" for more than 30 years
	Studied choir conducting with Professor Eric Ericson, and is a frequent workshop leader, popular lecturer and well renowned adjudicator in competitions all around the world
	Through the years he has collaborated with groups and artists such as Bobby McFerrin, Barbara Hendricks, Gene Puerling, "Take 6", "Rajaton" and "MPact"
	After leaving The Real Group in 2015 he has worked as headmaster for a school for music and culture, chief for music in the county of Östergötland in Sweden and since January 2020 he is choirleader, conductor and organist in Norrtälje just north of Stockholm


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Primož Kerštanj (Slovenia)
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								Primož Kerštanj (Slovenia)

							

							
								

									Conductor of the award winning women's choir Carmen manet – the winner of Eurovision Choir of the Year 2017
	Artistic Director of musical center DO RE MI in Bled specialized in working with children with special needs and children with autistic spectrum disorder
	International jury member
	Musical arranger


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Katalin Kiss (Hungary)
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								Katalin Kiss (Hungary)

							

							
								

									Founding conductor of "Ars Nova Vocal Ensemble", which is winner of sixteen first prizes and special prizes, seven times of "Grand Prix" at international competitions, two times the title of "Champion of the World Games" (Graz, Austria, Riga, Latvia)
	Founding Director of Ars Nova Edition Publishing House, which specializes in contemporary choral music
	Professor of conducting and musicianship at Kodály Institute of Liszt University of Music and Beijing Central Conservatory of Music
	Author of music theory books, the latest is 'A Practical Approach to Harmony I, II'
	Lecturer at workshops, seminars, symposia all over the world
	Often serves as juror at international choir competitions
	Member of the World Choir Council


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Mārtiņš Klišāns (Latvia)
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								Mārtiņš Klišāns (Latvia)

							

							
								

									member of the World Choir Council
	teaches at the Rīga Cathedral Choir School and at the Jāzeps Vītols Latvian Academy of Music
	since 1998, Art Director of the "Rīga Cathedral Boys' Choir", which has been granted the Latvian Grand Music Award - the highest State award in music and Latvian Music Recording Award
	elected Chief Conductor of the Great Song Festival 2008 and 2013, and Artistic Director of the Great Song Festival in 2018
	one of the Chief Conductors of the IX and X Latvian Youth Song and Dance Festivals
	in 2015 Mārtiņš Klišāns got the highest State award – The Order of Three Stars


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Bernhard Kugler (Germany)
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								Bernhard Kugler (Germany)

							

							
								

									Since 1999 teacher of organ improvisation and choral conducting at the "Hochschule für Kirchenmusik der Diözese Rottenburg-Stuttgart" (College of Sacred Music in Rottenburg)
	First worked as a cantor at the church St. Johannes in Tübingen (Germany) and from 1999-2007 as cathedral cantor with artistic direction of the "Domsingknaben" in Rottenburg am Neckar
	Director and Principal Conductor of the "Aurelius Sängerknaben Calw" since 2008
	Juror at international choir competitions and editor and arranger of choral, orchestral and organ music


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Roxor Loops (Belgium)
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								Roxor Loops (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Belgian and Vice World Champion Beatbox, and Soloist postgraduate at the Royal Academy Of Music in Aalborg (Denmark)
	Juror in 4 World Beatbox Championships and over 30 national Beatbox Championships
	Winner of "Blue Note Award" and the "BeatBox Special Award"
	Teacher of over 800 workshops and lessons (Stanford University, London A Cappella Festival, RAMA, Europa Cantat, World Beatbox Camp…)
	Vocal percussionist for Zap Mama, Witloof Bay (Eurosong 2011), Bruk Braders, WAM and Vox North
	Guest performances with Bobby McFerrin, The Real Group, Swingle Singers, Voces8


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Maria Emma Meligopoulou (Greece)
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								Maria Emma Meligopoulou (Greece)

							

							
								

									Director of Macedonia University of Thessaloniki School of Music Science & Art Choirs and Head of Choral Conducting Studies
	Founding Artistic Director of the Ss. Cyril & Methodios Choral Organization, renowned for its many international distinctions and regular collaboration with Thessaloniki State Orchestra and Opera
	Artistic Director of the "Thessaloniki Concert Hall" Children & Youth Choirs' Festival
	International adjudicator, lecturer and author of choral text books and choral score editions
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council.


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Donka Miteva (Bulgaria/Germany)
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								Donka Miteva (Bulgaria/Germany)

							

							
								

									Donka Miteva studied orchestra conducting at the Robert Schumann Hochschule in Düsseldorf and Choral conducting at the State Academy of Music in Sofia.
	She was awarded scholarships from the Richard Wagner Society, the Accademia Musicale Chigiana, the European Academy Montepulciano and the Noel Minet Foundation.
	Donka Miteva worked with numerous ensembles in Germany, Denmark, Estonia, Czech republic, Hungary, Portugal , China, South Africa a.o.
	2007 – 2011 she was a Conductor and Choir Director at the State Opera in Münster, Germany.
	She was awarded the 1st Prize at the 7th Int. Competition for young conductors in St. Petersburg, the 3rd Prize at the 5th Int. Conducting Competition Jeunesse Musicales in Bucharest a.o.
	Since October 2011 Donka Miteva is appointed Artistic Director and Conductor of Collegium Musicum Berlin where she conducts two Symphony Orchestras, an Oratorio Choir and a chamber choir.
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council.


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Mariette Morel Wilson (France)
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								Mariette Morel Wilson (France)

							

							
								

									Her musical studies led her to Paris, where she studied musicology at La Sorbonne, voice with Sophie Marin-Degor, and choral conducting at the Conservatoire d'Aubervilliers-La Courneuve with Catherine Simonpietri. She then moved across the ocean to Florida, USA, where she further studied choral conducting with Dr. Richard Zielinski and Dr. Robert Summer, and voice with Prof. Annetta Monroe.
	After obtaining a Master's degree in choral conducting and vocal performance, she returned to France, in Lyon, where she has since been conducting a variety of choirs and continued deepening her understanding of vocal technique.
	Her semi-professional choir Blok'Notes has recorded 3 CDs and participated in several international choral festivals or competitions : Miedzyzdroje (Poland), Montreux (Switzerland), Gerzat (France), Barcelona (Spain), Verona (Italy).
	In 2012 she created Les Chantiers Musicaux, a school of music based in Lyon, where she teaches vocal technique for adults, with her personal approach, that combines her American experience and her practice of yoga, where singing is not only a musical action but also an expression of the whole being.
	Her philosophy also includes using music as a means for service, and she has been developing various social projects to create bonding between populations that are otherwise separate, by teaching and performing with her groups in prisons, homeless shelters, retirement homes, medical centers for the blind or disabled people.
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council.


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Wendi Ostir (Belgium)
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								Wendi Ostir (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Ostir works with musicians and performers in interdisciplinary projects
	Her research embodies the translation of (self-) expression in music
	She conducts pop/jazz and classical choirs and gives singing and theatre classes


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Theodora Pavlovitch (Bulgaria)
					

					

				

				
					
						
							
								×
								Theodora Pavlovitch (Bulgaria)

							

							
								

									Professor in choral conducting and Head of the Conducting Department at the Bulgarian National Academy of Music
	Since 2005 conductor of the "Classic FM Radio Choir"
	Conducted the "World Youth Choir" in 2007/2008, honored by UNESCO with the title "Artist for Peace", recognizing the WYC's success as a platform for intercultural dialogue through music
	Frequently invited as a member of jury panels at a number of international choral competitions, conductor and lecturer at prestigious international events
	Has been awarded the "Golden Century Star - National Award" bestowed by the Minister of Culture of Bulgaria, the "Golden Lyre" by the Union of Bulgarian Musicians, the "Heart of Sofia Prize" by Sofia Municipality and Ministry of Education and Science
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Lucien Posman (Belgium)
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								Lucien Posman (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Honorary Professor of composition and music theory at the Royal Conservatory of the University College Ghent
	Founder and Honorary Chairman of "ComAV", the Flanders Composers Archipelago, an interest association
	Member of The Royal Academy of Belgium for Science and the Arts
	As composer he is a representative of postmodernism. His work is performed and broadcasted by prominent musicians and ensembles in Belgium and many European countries, Brazil and Russia


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Tutu Puoane (Belgium)
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								Tutu Puoane (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Tutu Puoane is one of the most exciting voices on the European and South African jazz music scene today
	Born in Pretoria, South Africa, she studied at the Music College of the University of Cape Town (UCT) before moving to Europe in 2002
	Released eight albums as leader or featured soloist
	Puoane's current band is a quartet and consists of musicians from Belgium and The Netherlands, performing music with elements from African, European and American music traditions that meet each other in the middle


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Liselotte Sels (Belgium)
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								Liselotte Sels (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Harpsichordist, pianist, musicologist (PhD) and choral conductor
	Currently works as a researcher and research group coordinator at Royal Conservatoire Antwerp (AP University College)
	Doctor in ethnomusicology (Turkish music); B.A.E.F postdoctoral research fellow (Iranian music)
	Worked as a teacher at University College Ghent, Artevelde University College Ghent, AP University College Antwerp
	Currently specializing in early music performance (harpsichord, fortepiano, basso continuo) at Royal Conservatoire Antwerp


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Deke Sharon (USA)
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								Deke Sharon (USA)

							

							
								

									known as the "Father of Contemporary A Cappella" (Entertainment Weekly) for having created and popularized the modern sound including vocal percussion
	music director, arranger and producer for all 3 Pitch Perfect Films
	vocal producer and music director of "The Sing Off" (US, South Africa, China, Netherlands)
	arranged over 2,000 a cappella arrangements and written 6 books on vocal harmony
	judge and clinician for Eurovision Choir 2019
	produced gold albums including "Straight No Chaser", "Committed", "DCappella" and was on screen in "Pitch Slapped", "Pitch Battle"
	produced and arranged first all a cappella musical on Broadway: "In Transit"


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Bernie Sherlock (Ireland)
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								Bernie Sherlock (Ireland)

							

							
								

									Has an international profile as a conductor, conducting teacher, adjudicator and workshop leader
	Winner of many international prizes for her conducting and interpretation, Sherlock's adjudication and workshop engagements have taken her around Europe and to the US, Canada and China
	In 2005 she founded "New Dublin Voices", her award-winning Irish chamber choir which has won numerous prizes at major competitions throughout Europe and which has given more than sixty world premieres
	Lecturer in Music at the TU Dublin Conservatoire, and for twelve years was the Director of the annual International Conducting Summer School run by Ireland's national choral association, "Sing Ireland"
	Artistic Director of the "Irish Youth Choir" and second conductor for "EuroChoir 2020"
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Karl-Gerhard Straßl (Austria)
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								Karl-Gerhard Straßl (Austria)

							

							
								

									Conductor, organist, lawyer, cultural scientist and cultural manager
	President of the Austrian Choir Association; Initiator and Coordinator of the project "CHOR:sinfonie" celebrating the 70-year anniversary 2019
	Founder and President (until 2018) of the Austrian National Youth Choir and conductor of different choirs, currently of the mixed choirs "Wiener Sängerrunde" and "Chorus of Administration" at the mdw - University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna
	Jury chairman and jury member at international competitions for choir or organ
	Numerous concerts as organist or conductor in many European countries, in China, South Africa and Brazil
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Hans van den Brand (Netherlands)
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								Hans van den Brand (Netherlands)

							

							
								

									member of the World Choir Council
	has been active in the international choral world and music education as a vocalist, conductor, arranger, coach, workshop leader, adjudicator, teacher, publicist and organizer
	studied school music, piano and choral conducting at the Brabant Conservatory and specialized in musical theatre and light vocal music
	gained international fame with the Fontys Jazz Choir, with which he won the TV competition Korenslag in 2010 and became World Champion Jazz in 2016 during the World Choir Games
	was university lecturer in music education and choir conducting at the Fontys Academy for Music Education Tilburg and the Conservatory of Amsterdam
	currently a coach at vocal group Des Unique Tilburg, male vocal ensemble Dubbel Zes Den Bosch and male choir Daan Zomer Utrecht


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Romāns Vanags (Latvia)
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								Romāns Vanags (Latvia)

							

							
								

									Artistic Director of INTERKULTUR
	Professor of choral conducting study program at the Jāzeps Vītols Latvian Academy of Music since 1987
	Chief conductor and Artistic Director of “Jāzeps Mediņš Rīga 1st Music School Boys’ Choir” and principal conductor of the Latvian University female choir named “Minjona” since 1990
	One of the chief conductors of the Latvian Nationwide Song Celebration (in 1993, 1998, 2001, 2003, 2008, 2013 and 2018)
	In 2008 received the highest civil decoration in Latvia – “The Order of the Three Stars”.
	Member of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Council


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Françoise Vanhecke (Belgium)
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								Françoise Vanhecke (Belgium)

							

							
								

									Belgian soprano, inhaling singer, pianist, actress, composer (as Irma Bilbao), voice teacher, improvisator and soundpainter
	Equally applies bel canto, extended techniques and improvisation into baroque and pop
	Has developed a new extended technique during her doctoral research, ISFV® Inhaling Singing, with its new notation for composers
	Premiered more than 300 works and received international rewards and did recordings for many different labels


							

						

					

				

			

	


                                                        

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            

		
				
				
					
						
								
							
					
					 Rachel Walker Mason (Great Britain)
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								Rachel Walker Mason (Great Britain)

							

							
								

									Multi award-winning songwriter, musical director, arranger and vocal coach
	Renowned show choir and a cappella specialist and has judged competitions including "The Voice Festival", "The UK Choir Festival", "The Canadian Show Choir Championships", "Masters of Show Choir" and the "National Show Choir Championships of Ireland" and TV show "Ultimate A Cappella"
	In 2019 she joined the prestigious judging panel for the UK Songwriting Contest, has become the director of an Artist Management company and became the first musician in history to win the title "Freelancer of the Year"
	Composes songs for winners of pop stars Olly Murs and Dua Lipa, winners of "The Voice UK" and many others
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                                    We are happy to welcome more than 300 choirs from more than 50 nations to the 11th World Choir Games!
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                                To view videos you must agree to the extended privacy policy. You can change this setting at any time in the cookie settings.
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                                    Since Flanders - Belgium is not so big, it's no surprise that it's an easy place to travel around. All of our cities are really close to each other and accessible by train or car. Flanders provides a lot of different places to stay. From historical hotels to romantic cottages, Flanders has a vast offer in accomodations. Whether it is to discover Flanders art, architecture, food and drinks, events, romantic places, top cafés, markets, attractions or shopping, everyone will find something to their specific needs.

Source: visitflanders.com
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                                    	The Open Competition
	16 GOLD Diplomas	28 SILVER Diplomas	1 BRONZE Diploma

	The Champions Competition
	22 GOLD Medals	8 SILVER Medals	0 BRONZE Medals

Results(460 KB)

Virtual Competition(400 KB)

                                
                        
                
                
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                    
                


                

                

                
		
			
			
			
		

	
            

        
    




		
			
			
				
					
						
								
		
			How was the last time?

			
			
				
					Are you interested in former events of this series? Check out the last edition of the World Choir Games!
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                World Choir Games 2021 close with great success
            

            
                
                        The Awards and Closing Ceremonies ended the event on a high note
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                    Fax: +49 (0)6404 69749-29
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